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COMTWELVE FOR AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS 

E.O. 11652: GS 

TAGS: PFOR TQ JA EAID 

SUB J : MICRONESIAN CLAIMS: GOJ CONSIDERS PAYMENT TO PONAPEANS 
REF: (A) STATE 47668; (B) TOKYO 3344 

IN CONVERSATION SEPARATE FROM THAT DISCUSSED REF B, 

EMBOFF DISCUSSED REF A WITH NUMATA OF FIRST NORTH AMERICAN DIVISION 
FONOFF. NUMATA EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING. HE THEN ASKED IF THIS MEANT 
THAT ALL CONTACT WITH INDIVIDUAL MICRONESIANS, 

AS OPPOSED TO 

DELEGATIONS, CONCERNING CLAIMS SHOULD BE THROUGH USG. 

EMBOFF SAID THAT 

HIS UNDERSTANDING (PARA 7 REFTEL) WAS THAT ALL 

SUCH CONTACTS SHOULD BE COORDINATED WITH EMBASSY. NUMATA SAID 
REASON HE POSED QUESTION WAS THAT GOJ WAS SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING 
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CONTACTING PONAPEAN CHIEF MAX IRIARTE, WHO IS HOSPITALIZED IN 
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TOKYO FOR TREATMENT OF AN EYE DISORDER, TO WORK OUT SETTLEMENT 
OF CLAIM OF PONAPEANS WHO WERE CONSCRIPTED BY JAPANESE TO WORK IN 
NEW GUINEA. ONE FORM OF SETTLEMENT BEING CONSIDERED IS LETTER 
FROM FONOFF PARLIAMENTARY VICE MINISTER HAMADA TO SIX PONAPEAN 
CHIEFS EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR SUFFERING OF THOSE CONCERNED, 
REITERATING THAT CLAIMS WERE SETTLED BY 1969 AGREEMENT, BUT 
ENCLOSING TOKEN PAYMENT FROM QUOTE CONCERNED JAPANESE UNQTE 
OF PERHAPS ONE MILLION YEN. GOJ WOULD TIE SUCH A SETTLEMENT TO 
PROVISION THAT IRIARTE WOULD TAKE DANIEL LOPEZ (WHO HAS BEEN IN 
JAPAN FOR ABOUT TWENTY MONTHS) BACK TO MICRONESIA WITH HIM. 
THEREBY ENDING EXPLOITATION OF HIS CASE BY OPPOSITION POLITICAL 
PARTIES IN DIET. 

2. EMBOFF RESPONDED THAT WHILE THIS WAS PRIMARILY MATTER FOR 
GOJ TO DECIDE HE FEARED THAT SUCH A SETTLEMENT WOULD ONLY 
ENCOURAGE OTHER MICRONESIAN CLAIMANTS TO APPROACH GOJ AND MIGHT 
COMPLICATE RATHER THAN SIMPLIFY CLAIMS PROBLEM. 

COMMENT: 

FONOFF IS FOCUSING ON IMMEDIATE PROBLEM OF GETTING RID OF DANNY 
LOPEZ RATHER THAN BROADER ASPECTS OF MICRONESIAN CLAIMS, AND, 

AS WE INDICATED TO NUMATA, EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS IS A MISTAKE. 

WE HAVE ASKED FONOFF TO KEEP US FULLY INFORMED. 

SHOESMITH 
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